RESOURCES FOR TEACHING MODERN INDIAN HISTORY
Tom Lamont
Groton School
TEXTBOOKS   (This is by no means a comprehensive list; there are a many more out there.  But the following are accessible to most high school juniors and seniors and are comparatively balanced, intelligent, and up-to-date.)
A Concise History of Modern India, Barbara and Thomas Metcalf 


- This is my main text.  It is an introductory college level text.  
Modern South Asia, Sugata Bose and Ayesha Jalal

India, (latest edition), Stanley Wolpert

A New History of India, (Latest edition), Stanley Wolpert

A History of India, Burton Stein

A Brief History of India, Judith Walsh

- This is used by Brian Didier at Winsor School as his primary text.

India, a History, John Keay

A History of India, (Latest edition), Percival Spear

- Volume 2 of this deals with modern India (circa 1500-1970).  (As you can see, it does not cover the past 40 years.)
Sources of Indian Tradition, ed., Stephen Hay
· There are two volumes of this documents collection, the second of which has documents on India and Pakistan since roughly 1700.

SUPPLEMENTAL READINGS (The following books give more detailed accounts of specific eras or episodes of Indian history, and are accessible to most high school seniors.)
India after Gandhi,  Ramachandra Guha

Very recent and thorough account of Indian history Since 1947.  Upper level students only.

India after Independence,1947-2000, Bipan Chandra, Mridula Mukherjee, & Adita 
Mukherjee

Thorough account of Indian history Since 1947.  Upper level students only.

The Great Partition: the Making of Modern India and Pakistan, Yasmin Khan


One of the most recent and best accounts of Partition.

The Last Mughal, William Dalrymple


A tremendously engaging read about the 1857 Revolt.

The White Mughals, William Dalrymple

Excellent read about the English who embraced Mughal and Indian culture and “turned native”.

Freedom at Midnight, Dominique Lapierre & Larry Collins

An excellent journalistic account of the events surrounding Indian independence in 1947. 

From Plassey to Partition, Sekhar Bandyopadhyay
Thorough account of Indian history between 1757 and 1947.  Upper level students only.

India’s Struggle for Independence, Bipan Chandra
Thorough and recent account of Indian history between 1857 and 1947.  Upper level students only.

The Argumentative Indian, Amartya Sen

Sophisticated and elegant interpretation of Indian intellectual history. Upper level students only.

Train to Pakistan, Khushwant Singh

Searing and acclaimed historical novel about Partition.  The accompanying photos by famed photographer Margaret Bourke-White make this extremely evocative.

Indian Society and the Making of the British Empire, C. A. Bayly


Recent and authoritative account of British India.
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Groton School
RECOMMENDED FILMS  (The following marked $ are Bollywood productions, while the those marked @ are art house films.  All but Gandhi are in Hindi or Urdu with English subtitles.)

Mughal-E-Azam, (1960) $ 
The film is about the tortured relationship between an elderly Akbar and his son and successor, Jahangir.  Although it is considered a Bollywood classic, the sets and the acting have not held up well, and I would not show very much of this except for a few scenes.  It is more interesting as an example of Indian nationalism in post-independence India.
Jodhaa Akbar, (2008) $  
The film is about the relationship between a young emperor Akbar and a Rajput princess, Jodhaa.  The film created much controversy in India upon its release with many critics and Hindu extremists panning its history as inaccurate.  I show the first thirty or forty minutes which includes a great battle scene and gives a sense of the divide between the Muslim Mughals and their Hindu subjects and enemies.  One song early on in the film depicts Sufi mystics as the famous “whirling dervishes”.  
The Chess Players  (1877) @

Directed by the legendary Satyajit Ray, the film is a fairly slow moving but interesting take on the run up to the 1857 Revolt.  I show the first 30 or 40 minutes which is actually pretty good history.
Lagaan (2001) $

Despite the spirited dancing, a few overblown stereotypes, and the centrality of cricket to the story, this film is also pretty good history.  Set in the last decade of the 19th c. when drought and famine stalked much of the northern Deccan and the Gangetic plain, the story is about how a small village grapples with British demands that it pay the lagaan, hindi for land-tax.  Produced by and starring one of Bollywood’s biggest current stars, Amir Khan, the film won an Academy Award nomination for best foreign film.  I show the first 30-40 minutes in class and let the students watch the rest on their own.
Gandhi (1982)

Winner of 8 Academy Awards including Best Picture, the film is a spectacular epic of role of Mahatma Gandhi in the Indian independence movement.  Overall its history is quite good though it spends too much time on some episodes and not enough on many others.  Critics also complain that it is more hagiography than history.  Yet I show most of the film (skipping some parts) over 90-100 minutes of class time.  Some editions of the DVD come with a bonus disc that includes classic newsreel footage of Gandhi.
Lage Raho Munna Bhai (2006) $

This is the second in a series of recent blockbuster musical comedies about a affable goonda (hindi for gangster) who falls in love.  In this case the main character must learn all about Gandhi (and satyagraha) in order to win over his woman.  The film is a fun look at India today and its understanding (or lack thereof) of its history.  I show this to the class at the end of the year while sharing samosas and tea.  Of course, it is very long.  Also interesting is that the lead actor was convicted and imprisoned for a time for his role in the Mumbai bombings of 1993.  Some argue that the series was heavily backed by the Mumbai mafia.
Slumdog Millionaire (2009) 

One might be surprised how few American teenagers have seen this dazzling film about India today, and how quickly during the next few years even fewer American teenagers will see this film.  Despite the often accurate criticisms of the film, especially its oversimplification of many of modern India’s ills, it remains very engaging and a useful period piece about the contradictions and possibilities in India today.
Salaam Bombay!  (1988) @


Nominated for an Academy Award for best foreign film, this is a very slow and depressing yet engaging movie about slum children in Bombay in the 1980s.  It serves as a nice contrast to “Slumdog Millionaire”; while Salaam Bombay presents an India poor and unchanging, the latter is more hopeful and shows some of the positive effects of modernization in India today, 

